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Reverend William McKinley Parker was born and raised in
Edgecombe County and has spent most of his life serving
the community he proudly calls home, aside from the time
he spent away attending school and serving in the United
States military. He is a 1966 graduate of Phillips High School
in Battleboro and later attended North Carolina A&T State
University as well as Edgecombe Community College.

He is one of fourteen children born to his mother, the late
Mary Lee Parker Davis, and his father, the late David Ander-
son. Reverend Parker is married to Cathy Boyd Parker, and
together they have two children, Kenneth and Cami. They
are also the proud grandparents of Kendall and great-
grandparents to one great-grandson, Shiloh. Since 1977,
they have made their home just outside the Tarboro city
limits.

Reverend Parker is a proud Vietnam veteran who served his
country with honor in the United States Army as a member
of the 101™ Air Mobile Division. During his service in Vi-
etnam, he was stationed in several locations, including Phu
Quoc and Hue City. Demonstrating courage, dedication, and
commitment to duty, he rose to the rank of Sergeant, E-5,
and was honorably discharged. For his bravery and exem-
plary service, he was awarded the Bronze Star.

After 26 years of dedicated service, he retired as a Business
Managé‘r\ from the Rocky Mount Engine Plant, formerly
known as Censolidated Diesel Company. In addition to his

professional career, he is also a Certified Life Coach.

Ré\(erend Parker has served in ministry for 25 years and cur-
ren’EI\( pastors Saint Mark Missionary Baptist Church in Oak

_City, North Carolina. He is actively involw e
based organi ions' cluding the Neu er Missionary

Baptist Association, Old Eastern Missionary;Baptist Associa-
tion, the Tar River Ministers, Deacons and Laymen’s Union,
and the Middle District Union.

He also co-founded the Oak City Community Churches
Monthly Prayer Service, bringing local congregations togeth-
er in fellowship and prayer. When the COVID-19 pandemic
began in 2020, Reverend Parker launched a community dial-
in prayer call held Monday through Saturday at 12 noon, a
ministry that continues to serve and encourage many.

A strong advocate for mentoring young men, Reverend Par-
ker has been involved with the Edgecombe Community
College Minority Male Mentoring Program, Empowering
Males with a Purpose to Achieve and Celebrate (EMPAC),
for the past 10 years. He is also the co-founder of Lunch with
the King, established in 2002, which will celebrate its 25"
anniversary in 2027.

Over the years he has also provided leadership to numerous
boards and organizations, including ECU Health, the
Edgecombe Community College Board of Trustees, the Vi-
dant Edgecombe Hospital Board of Directors, Tarboro Com-
munity Outreach, the Edgecombe County Human Services
Board, and the Edgecombe Cancer Support Foundation, Inc.
He also serves as president of the Phillips Bricks Alumni Asso-
ciation.

Because of this dedication to service, Reverend Parker has
received numerous awards recognizing his commitment to
faith, youth, and community development. These honors
include the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Citizenship
Award; recognition for his dedicated service and commit-
ment to the youth of Edgecombe County and the Ebonette
Club of Tarboro, NC,, Inc.; the Outstanding Service Award
from the Student Government Association at Edgecombe
Community College; the Distinguished Service Award for
Faithful Christian Stewardship and Loyal Support to the Tar
River Missionary Baptist Association; and recognition from :
the Old Eastern Missionary Baptist Association for outstand-
ing and dedicated service given-to the association and for
Kingdom building onearth.
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