
Pattillo alumni gather for annual fellowship event 

The W. A. Pattillo High School National Alumni Association recently hosted its Annual Fellowship Brunch on Saturday, March 15, 

at Edgecombe Community College – Center of Innovation. This year’s theme, "Embracing the Excellence of African American 

Women: Highlighting Women with North Carolina Roots," honored the achievements and contributions of African-American wom-

en not only with ties to the state but, most importantly, those from our own community of Tarboro and the surrounding areas. 
 

The Tarboro High School ROTC delivered an outstanding performance, setting the stage for Miss Saniya Horton, a student at W. A. 

Pattillo Middle School, who warmly welcomed attendees. Elder Sandra Hunter then offered a heartfelt blessing of the food.   
 

Following this, inspiring remarks were shared by Mrs. DeNeasha Strother, Principal of W. A. Pattillo Middle School, and Dr. An-

drew Bryan, Superintendent of Edgecombe County Public Schools. 
 

Among the distinguished guests were Edgecombe County Board members Dr. Evelyn Johnson, Reverend Raymond Privott, and 

Mrs. Lillie R. Worsley. 
 

The Honorable Carol Allen White, a native of Edgecombe County, served as the keynote speaker.  Her journey in public service 

began in 1976 at just 19 years old when she started her career at the Edgecombe County Courthouse in Tarboro, NC. Today, she 

holds the esteemed position of Clerk of Superior Court and Ex Officio Judge of Probate. 
 

The following members of the W. A. Pattillo Alumni Association Board of Directors were present: Ann Carney Adams, Veronica J. 

Bradley, Barbara G. Carter, Cynthia Knight Dockery, Gladys Dunn, Sandra Knight Hunter, Cathy Boyd Parker, Charlotte Privott, 

and Janette Williams-Pettaway.   
 

The following ladies, pictured below, were recognized for their contributions and dedication to North Carolina, particularly to 

Edgecombe County and Tarboro.  They are Carol Allen White, who was the keynote speaker, Dr. Florence Arnold-Armstrong, The 

Ebonette Club of Tarboro, Inc., Brenna Knicole Bryant, Joyce Dickens, Julia H. Hammond, Tara M. Honesty, Janice Bryant How-

royd, Victoria Hussey, Rochelle Riley, Rosa Whitehead and Aisha M. Windross.  
 

This recognition also extended to remarkable women with meaningful ties to the area, such as Kim Coles, who attended North Caro-

lina Central University; Maya Angelou, who moved to North Carolina after accepting a lifetime teaching position at Wake Forest 

University; and Donna Brazile, a political strategist whose grandfather, Louis Brazile Sr., was born in Tarboro, North Carolina. 
 

Those born in North Carolina included on the list were Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown, Lt. Col. Charity Adams, Harriet Jacobs, 

Moms Mabley, Loretta Lynch, Nina Simone, Pam Grier, and Roberta Flack. 
 

Also featured for the first time in history were six African-American women who served as sitting police chiefs in the state of North 

Carolina: Patrice Andrews, Gina Hawkins, Patricia Morris, Cerelyn Davis, Casandra Deck-Brown, and Catrina Thompson. Other 

history-makers included Melissa Elliott, mayor of Henderson; Barbara Foushee, mayor of Carrboro; and Dr. Linda Jordon, mayor of 

Butner. 
 

This event serves as a reminder of the incredible strength, resilience, and impact of these remarkable women. Their contributions 

highlight the truth behind the saying, 'Empowered Women Empower Women.' Through their leadership, dedication, and unwaver-

ing support for others, they continue to pave the way for future generations of women to rise, succeed, and inspire change. 
 

While this list highlights just a few of the many remarkable Black women who have made a lasting impact, it in no way encom-

passes all of their achievements. We salute and honor those whose names may not have been mentioned, but whose contributions 

continue to inspire and shape our communities. 
 

We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the other participants who made this program possible. Your involvement was 

instrumental in making the event a success, and we are truly appreciative of your commitment to honoring and uplifting these re-

markable women. Special recognition goes to Reverend Raymond Privott, Ms. Azavia Carr, Mrs. Charlotte Strong Privott, Dr. Fred 

S. Wood, Jr., and Ms. Beverly Perry Clark for their invaluable contributions. Although Dr. Wood was unable to attend, we are grate-

ful to Janette Williams-Pettaway for stepping in and ensuring his part was shared. 
 

We would also like to acknowledge and thank the members of the Program Committee for their dedication and hard work in bring-

ing this event to life. Their efforts were essential in making everything come together seamlessly. Special thanks to Lois Cobb Hin-
ton, (Chairperson), Patricia Benbow, Cynthia Knight Dockery, Joanne Johnson Jefferson, Cathy Boyd Parker and Feasta Taylor 
Reynolds.  



  

The Honorable Carol Allen White is a 

native of Edgecombe County. In 1976 at the 

early age of 19 years old, Carol started her 

career at the Edgecombe County Courthouse, 

Tarboro, NC. In 1990 she was elected as the 

first woman and first African-American to 

represent Edgecombe County, Tarboro, NC 

as the Clerk of Superior Court, Ex Officio 

Judge of Probate. With more than 30 years of 

experience in both the county and state of 

North Carolina government, Carol has served 

the county of Edgecombe as the elected clerk 

for over 20 years. She will motivate and in-

spire you to grow and reach your fullest po-

tential. 

 

 

Carol Allen White 
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Dr. Florence Arnold-Armstrong is a 

distinguished educator and dedicated public servant. A 
proud member of the W. A. Pattillo High School Class of 
1963, she earned a Bachelor of Arts in Music Education 

from Saint Augustine’s University in 1967. Committed to 
lifelong learning, she pursued a master’s degree from 
North Carolina Central University and later achieved a 

Doctorate of Education from Nova Southeastern Universi-
ty. Armstrong began her career as a music teacher in Nash 
County before advancing into leadership roles in educa-

tion. Over the years, she has served as an Assistant Princi-
pal, Principal, Director of Federal Programs, and Director 
of Instructional Services in several North Carolina public 

schools as well as in Amelia, Virginia.  Her passion for 
public service was ignited at an early age when she joined 
the Tarboro Chapter of the NAACP Youth Council under 

the guidance of Sarah Beatrice “Miss Bea” Garrett Bur-
nette. A lifelong member of the NAACP, Armstrong has 
also been actively involved in the Democratic Party at the 

county, state, and national levels. Her leadership extends 
to serving on the Edgecombe County Board of Commis-
sioners, Edgecombe County Board of Education, 

Edgecombe County Arts Council, and the Edgecombe 
Health Board. She was instrumental in founding the 
Edgecombe County African American Democratic Caucus 

and is often regarded as walking in the footsteps of her 
great-grandfather, Frank Thorpe, a Reconstruction-era pol-
itician in Edgecombe County. In addition to her civic en-
gagement, Armstrong is a lifelong member of Saint Paul 

Baptist Church. She currently serves as Chair of the 
Edgecombe County Board of Elections and as a member 
of the North Carolina State Board of Elections. Her previ-

ous leadership roles include First Vice Chair of the North 
Carolina Elections Board Members and Vice Chair of the 
Perry-Weston Educational and Cultural Institute. She is 

also an esteemed member of the Rocky Mount Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Through her 
unwavering commitment to education, civic engagement, 

and public service, Florence Arnold Armstrong continues 
to make a lasting impact on her community and beyond. 

Dr. Florence Arnold-Armstrong 
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The Ebonette Club of Tarboro, Inc. was founded in 1970 under the leadership of Mrs. Ann Jackson and will celebrate its 

55th anniversary in September 2025, a remarkable milestone. Originally established to provide social entertainment 

and community services, the club began with approximately 15 members and has since expanded in size, vision, and 

focus. Today, with 31 members, it continues to make a meaningful impact in the community through various initiatives 

and programs.  The club awarded its first scholarship in 1973 to Feasta Taylor. In 1978, the Ebonette Scholarship Fund 

was renamed the Ann Jackson Memorial Scholarship in honor of its founder. Incorporated in 1980, the organization 

became The Ebonette Club of Tarboro, NC, Inc. By 1985, the scholarship program expanded to support students attend-

ing both four-year colleges and technical or community colleges. Since 1989, six scholarships have been awarded annu-

ally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Officers 

President: Terill Pitt Adams 

Vice President: Tonia Clark-Mayo 

Assistant Secretary: Dolores Taylor 

Financial Secretary: Fatima Wills 

Recording Secretary: Retonia Armstrong 

Treasurer: Dina McCoy 

Parliamentarian: Natalie Bess 

Sergeant-At-Arms: Sheila Mayo-Deloatch 

Reporters: Viola Harris, Barbara Vick 

Chaplains: Mickala Black, Etheleen Wilkins 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Members 

Marietta Batchelor, Vivian Bazemore, Gwendolyn Betrand, Azavia Carr, Myrna Deloatch, Lois Glass, Montrell Hender-

son, Shellia Howell, Yvette Jones, Shirley King, Sadie Lyons, Amy Marshall-Brown, Cathy Parker, Dazzerine Pitt, Pamela 

Ransome, Charenta Sherrod, Christine Exum Smith, Latosha Spruell-Jenkins, Etheleen Wilkins, Valerie Wilkins 
 

Honorary Member: Beatrice Everette 
 

Past Presidents 

Ann Jackson (deceased), Lovie Rooks, Myrna Deloatch, Barbara Vick, Lois Cobb Hinton, Peggy Ricks, Anne Perry 

(deceased), Vivian Bazemore, Marlon Whitehead, Ernestine Smith (deceased) 



  

Brenna Knicole Bryant, a Tarboro, 

North Carolina native, is the daughter of Kel-
vin and Teresa Bryant. She became the first 
from Tarboro High School and eastern North 
Carolina to win the 2017 NC High School As-
sociation 1A State Tennis Championship. That 
same year, she received WRAL’s Extra Effort 
Award. Brenna earned a Division 1 tennis and 
academic scholarship to NC A&T State Uni-
versity but shifted her focus to fashion after an 
injury ended her tennis career. She graduated 
magna cum laude with a B.A. in Liberal Arts 
from NC A&T and a BFA in Fashion from 
SCAD, where her senior collection gained 
recognition from Vogue Runway and the Inter-
national Design Awards. In 2024, WRAL fea-
tured her again after she secured an internship 
with Wilson Sporting Goods in Los Angeles. 
After completing the internship, she turned 
down a full-time offer to launch her own ten-
nis apparel company, KoncreteKlay, with a 
team in New York. Brenna is also expanding 
her influence through Tailored Dreams Acade-
my, a sewing and fashion design school, and 
4all4life TENNIS, a nonprofit promoting the 
sport. She is based in Charlotte and Tarboro 
and is an active member of the Rocky Mount 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc. 

Brenna Bryant 
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Joyce Dickens is the President of 

the Rocky Mount/Edgecombe Community 

Development Corporation.  She is a Pi-

netops native and life-long resident of 

Edgecombe County.  She holds a Master of 

Science degree in Community Economic 

Development. RMECDC completed $50M 

in economic development initiatives creat-

ing 100’s of jobs, constructed affordable 

single/multi-family housing in Rocky 

Mount, Pinetops, Princeville, and Whita-

kers, developed a 40,000 SF business incu-

bator, and a major partner with the City of 

Rocky Mount in the restoration of Historic 

Douglas Block. 

 
 

Women of a Different Tribe Traveling Exhibition first held at the Imperial 

Centre for the Arts & Sciences  

Celebrating the spiritual and physical beauty of Black women and their ac-

complishments 

 

Joyce Dickens 
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Julia H. Hammond was a pio-

neer and advocate of equality, she 

was one of the first African Ameri-

cans to serve on the Tarboro Board 

of Education. Mrs. Hammonds 

served six years and was board 

vice president for two years. She 

was also one of the first African 

Americans appointed as an elec-

tion judge by the Edgecombe 

County Board of Elections. 

 

 

 

Born:  December 28, 1917  

Died:  May 5, 2006 (age of 89 years), Tarboro, NC 

Julia H. Hammond 
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Tara M. Honesty, originally 

from Philadelphia and later a resident 
of Tarboro, NC since age seven, is an 
accomplished professional with a rich 
background in education and public 
service. With over 25 years in higher 
education, she has held various roles, 
including GED instructor, admissions 
recruiter, professor, Student Success 
Coach, and Career Coach. Tara also 
worked as a Deputy Clerk before as-
suming her current position as the 
Edgecombe County Magistrate, where 
she proudly serves as the only female 
representative at the Tarboro location. 
In September 2025, she will make his-
tory as the first female and Black Pres-
ident of the NC Magistrate’s Associa-

tion.  Guided by the motto 'To Thy 

Own Self Be True,' she finds fulfill-
ment in serving the citizens of 
Edgecombe County. 

Tara M. Honesty 
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Janice Bryant Howroyd is 

founder and CEO of The ActOne 

Group, a global workforce solutions 

company. She is recognized as the 

first African American woman to 

build and own a billion-dollar busi-

ness. Her company, founded in 

1978 has grown into a major staff-

ing and workforce management 

firm operating in over 19 countries. 

She is also a philanthropist, author, 

and advocate for diversity in busi-

ness and entrepreneurship. 
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Janice Bryant Howroyd 



  

Victoria Hussey, a native of Pinetops, 

NC, is one of the first African American women 

to serve as a Sergeant with the Rocky Mount Po-

lice Department (RMPD). A 2003 graduate of 

Southwest Edgecombe High School, she earned a 

B.S. in Criminal Justice from North Carolina Cen-

tral University in 2007 and a Master’s in Criminal 

Justice from American Public University in 2018. 

Hussey began her RMPD career in 2009 in the 

Patrol Division, later serving in the Criminal In-

vestigation Division’s Family Services Unit 

(2014), Special Operations as a Housing Authori-

ty Officer (2019), and as a Recruiter in the Admin 

Division (2021). She was promoted to Corporal in 

2020 and Sergeant in 2022, currently supervising 

patrol officers and managing police operations.  

Her favorite quote to live by is, "Encourage your-

self, believe in yourself, and love yourself. Never 

doubt who you are." 
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Victoria Hussey 



  

Rochelle Riley grew up in the 

East Tarboro Community.  Rochelle 

Riley is a self-proclaimed writer by 

trade, warrior by necessity, who spent 

a quarter century challenging, encour-

aging and informing during a long-

time career as an award-winning news-

paper columnist. Now, she guides the 

City of Detroit’s investment in the arts 

as Director of Arts and Culture. In 

2020, she conceived the United States’ 

first city wide memorial to victims of 

Covid-19 which gained international 

attention and provided closure for fam-

ilies across the city who could not hold 

individual funerals. Also, an essayist, 

keynoter and photographer, she is the 

author of several books, and she makes 

frequent television and radio appear-

ances, including National Public Ra-

dio. She also is a co-founder of Letters 

to Black Girls, an initiative to give let-

ters of advice and encouragement from 

women across the country to girls 

across the country.  

Rochelle Riley 
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Rosa Whitehead greatest 

accomplishment is being a born

-again Christian, joyfully fol-

lowing and studying the Word 

of God. Currently, Rosa is hap-

pily retired from the US Postal 

Service after 30 years. Rosa 

held many positions with the 

Postal Service as a clerk, carri-

er, officer in charge, completing 

her career as the first Black Fe-

male Postmaster in Tarboro 

from 2014-2023. Her greatest 

hope is that she has paved the 

way for others, especially black 

females.  

Rosa Whitehead 
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Aisha M. Windross is a proud 

1995 graduate of Southwest Edgecombe 

High School in Pinetops, NC, and a 1997 

graduate of Edgecombe Community Col-

lege in Tarboro, NC, where she earned a de-

gree in Cosmetology. Aisha began her ca-

reer with the Register of Deeds in Decem-

ber 2007 as a Deputy I. Over the past 17 

years, she advanced through the ranks to 

Deputy II and Deputy III Register of Deeds. 

In 2013, she became a Notary Public, and 

in 2022, she earned certification as a Depu-

ty Register of Deeds. Aisha was appointed 

to office on June 4, 2024, and elected Reg-

ister in November 2024. It is an honor for 

Aisha to serve the people of Edgecombe 

County. 
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Aisha Windross 


