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500 N Main Street, PO Box 220, Tarboro, NC 27886 (P) 252.641.4200 (F) 252.641.4286

Town of Tarboro ? £

Offfice of the CMayor

July 5, 2025

Ms. Cynthia Knight Dockery, '73

President

W. A. Pattillo High School National Alumni Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 601

Tarboro, NC 27886

Dear President Dockery, Officers, and Fellow Alumni,

On behalf of the Town of Tarboro, | am honored to extend heartfelt congratulations to the W. A. Pattillo
High School National Alumni Association, Inc., as you prepare to celebrate your 41st Annual Reunion on
July 5, 2025.

For more than four decades, the Association has kept the proud legacy of W. A. Pattillo High School alive
by honoring its educators, preserving its rich history, and investing in future generations through
scholarships, mentorship, and community service. Your dedication strengthens the fabric of our town. It
reminds us that the values instilled in the classrooms and hallways of Pattillo, excellence, perseverance,
and service, continue to radiate well beyond graduation day.

Tarboro is a better place because of the countless hours your members devote to youth programs, civic
initiatives, and economic development efforts. As Mayor, | see daily evidence of Pattillo alumni who lead
businesses, churches, nonprofits, and public offices with integrity and compassion. Your collective impact
is a testament to the power of education and the unity of purpose.

As you gather to reminisce, celebrate achievements, and chart new goals, please know that the Town of
Tarboro stands with you in pride and gratitude. May this reunion rekindle old friendships, inspire fresh
ideas for service, and deepen your commitment to carrying the Pattillo torch forward.

Thank you for your unwavering support of our community and for being steadfast ambassadors of
Tarboro wherever life’s journey takes you. | wish you a joyful and memorable reunion weekend and
continued success in all your endeavors.

With deepest appreciation,

Tate Mayo
Mayor, Town of Tarboro, North Carolina
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Alumni History

The W. A. Pattillo High School Alumni Association was the brainchild of four of its graduates — Nathan Lewis
(Class of 1955), William Boyd (Class of 1959), Rayfield Perkins (Class of 1955), and George Worsley (Class of
1940). Members of the Class of 1955 consented to contribute proceeds from their class reunion held in
1978 to organize the Pattillo Alumni Association. Nathan,Rayfield, William and George made several
contacts, encouraging and recruiting other graduates and former students to participate and attend
meetings. As a result, chapters were formed in various cities since many of the participants resided out-of-
state, predominately in Washington, DC and Philadelphia, PA.

More supporters were attracted following the first reunion. They included: Iris Braswell, Charlie Brown, Lois
Cobb, Myrna Deloatch, Evelyn Faulk, Eunice Parker, Hubert Simmons, Grace Swinson, Rev. James Wooten,
Marvin Purvis, Eva Bell Norfleet, and Willie “Jig” Giles. During that time, the Interim National President was
Nathan Lewis and lIris Braswell served as the Tarboro Chapter President. Alfred Norfleet became the
Washington, DC Chapter President and Grady Ashe was elected as the Baltimore, MD Chapter President.

Under the tenure of National President Earlene W. Lawrence, in 1983, the alumni association secured a state
charter and become incorporated. Pattillo graduates, Attorneys Jessie Baker and Glennie Matthewson
provided assistance. Initially the organization was chartered as the Tarboro Black Education Alumni
Association but was later amended to be the W. A. Pattillo High School National Alumni Association, Inc.
Charter members included: Grady Ashe, Iris Braswell, Cora Boddie, Jimmie Bullock, Helen Knight, Lorna
Lloyd, George Matthewson, and Thomas Perry. The Tidewater chapter was later formed in 1983.

Several Pattillo attendees have served as the National President. They are Nathan Lewis, Jimmie Bullock,
Barbara Bratcher Anderson, Earlene Knight Womack, Eva Norfleet, Thomas Newton, and Varnell Vines
Kinnin. Dr. Fred s. Wood, Jr., served as the President from July 2011-July 2023. He was bestowed the honor
of President Emeritus in 2023.

The association has a 501c (3) status with a Board of Directors and a standard slate of officers. It continues
to carry out the purpose according to the articles of incorporation which is: to provide scholarships and
grants to students deemed worthy by the organization for assistance to further their education; and to
provide financial and other assistance to educational institutions at all levels. The association has donated
over $100,000 in scholarships, incentive awards and contributions which have been given to area students
andschools in the Edgecombe County Public Schools and beyond since its inception. In 2014, the first
Nathan Lewis Member Scholarship was awarded to a senior who graduated from high school in Erial, New
Jersey.

The association sponsors a variety of programs and supports local businesses; however, contributions to
education are the core of its success. The alumni association will continue its endeavors to improve
mankind’s quality of life by supporting education at all levels.
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